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After Jutland, however, German submarines became
a much more serious menace to both British and neutral submarin
shipping than they had been before.    The Germans, Warfare-
knowing  that  Britain  was  dependent  on  supplies  of
imported foodstuffs, tried to bring about the collapse of
the Allies by starving Britain into submission.  This was
to be done by sinking without warning not only all
British ships, or all neutral ships making for a British
port, but any ship of any country anywhere.

This policy of indiscriminate submarine sinkings was
really penny wise and pound' foolish.   So far both the America
people and the President of the United States of America wlITw
had tried to keep out of the war.  The drowning of more
than a hundred Americans in the sinking of the Lusitania
in May, 1915, though it roused their indignation, did not
make them change their minds, for the Lusitania, after all,
was a British, not an American liner.   But now German
submarines  were  beginning  to  sink American ships.
President Wilson took up the challenge, and  on 6th
April, 1917, with the full consent of Congress, declared
war.   But as the American regular army numbered only
100,000 men, many months would have to elapse before
an army comparable in size with the other Allied armies
could be recruited, trained, equipped, and sent to Europe.
Her mighty fleet was at once sent across the Atlantic.
The help which it gave, and the activities of the " Q
ships ", or mystery ships, soon resulted in the submarines
being mastered, and by the end of 1917 it was clear that
the submarine blockade had failed.   But the submarine
menace had not ended: the seas had to be kept clear for
the liners and transports bringing the American troops
to the battlefields of France, so the navy made continuous
efforts to combat it right to the end of the war.   On St.
George's Day, 1918, for example, an exceedingly daring
raid by a small landing party was carried out at Zee-